Potential of bone marrow biopsy in chronic myeloproliferative disorders (MPD).
The chronic myeloproliferative disorders (MPD) comprise polycythemia vera (PV), idiopathic thrombocythemia (IT), chronic myeloid leukemia (CML) and myelofibrosis/osteomyelosclerosis (MF/OMS). Bone marrow biopsies of 3500 patients with known or suspected MPD were studied, and the clinical and morphologic variables registered were utilized for multivariate data analysis by selected BMD computer programs. The histologic criteria and the histologic subdivisions, as well as the evolution and prognosis of disease are outlined for each of the clinical entities. The results show that a bone marrow biopsy provides independent diagnostic and prognostic data in this group of hematologic malignancies and therefore constitutes an additional parameter in the diagnostic investigation of patients with suspected or established MPD.